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	[bookmark: _Hlk152599192]Summary
· Toby Thomas is a Senior at NIU he is a double Major (BFA) Major in Dance & (BS) in Art from Normal Illinois, then moved to Rockford Illinois in 2014, where he found his love for dance. Toby is a former Rockford dance company member, where he Dance from 2014 until 2018.

· Toby has also performed in productions of The Nutcracker, danced as a Gargoyle in Snow White and danced the lead role of Nyame in Anansi and danced the lead role Prince Lemon in Cipollino with the Rockford dance company

· Toby danced in the production of Dracula as the lead role of Doctor Van Helsing and performed with Dimensions Dance Academy in DeKalb in their production of Coppelia as one of the princes.

· [bookmark: _Hlk167925872]And has performed in Dance of the Decades, as the lead role of Michael Jackson in Thriller, Toby has danced in productions of Nutcracker, Spanish couples, Waltz of the flowers, Russian, Party Parent, also in Grease, Jocks, Hand Jive, You the One that I Want, Grease Lighting, even Sleeping Beauty with Beth flower Dance company in St. Charles Illinois, Toby has performed with award winning saxophonist Harlan Jefferson from 2012-2023 in Rockford Illinois.
Skills
/Special Skills
· voice impression
· sing
· Taekwondo
· driver license
· handstand
· cartwheel
· backstage.
· work internationally.
Education and Training
· High School Diploma 

· Community College Rock Valley
BFA Dance 
Northern Illinois University
Dekalb, IL, 
· Ballet with Artistic director Rolando Yanes.
· Hip-hop with Daneil Gibson.
Ballet, Modern, with Guest Artist Maria E. Castello.
· Ballet with artistic director Penna Broman.
· Ballet, Modern, with Professor Marc Macaranas.
· Ballet, Modern, with Guest Artist Meghan Baylor.
· Improv and Circus with Professor Michel Rodriguez-Cintra.
· Jazz Technique, Ballet, Choreography with Professor Sarita Connelly.
· Rockford dance company summer intensive 2015-2017.
· Rockford Arts Place Apprentice 2011-2018.
· Rockford Dance Company member
2013-2017.

BS Art
· Beginning Illustration with Professor Jeremy Tinder.
· 3-D Foundation with Professor Sasha Bitzer.
· Issues in Contemporary Drawing with Professor Billie Giese-Vella.

· Intro to Modern Arts & Design with Professor Rebecca Houze.
·  Beginning Life Drawing with Professor Billie Giese-Vella.
·  Intermediate Drawing with Professor Cynthia Hellyer-Heinz.
· Advanced Drawing I with Professor Cynthia Hellyer-Heinz.

· Mixed Media Sculpture with Artist Marco Basurto.
· Advanced Drawing I with Professor Billie
       Gies-Vella.

	Experience
Rockford dance company 
Full Dance Company Member   01/2014 to 01/2018 
· Performances – Dracula, Anansi Ballet. Snow white, Cipollino, Nutcracker, 2014-2018
Beth flower dance company 
Beth flower dance company 
Performances 01/2017 to 01/2022 
· The Nutcracker performance 2021/
· Sleeping Beauty/2022/
· Summer performance 2023 Grease / - Beth flower dance company 2020 lead role Michael Jackson
· Dimensions Dance Academy performance/Coppelia 2019
Boys & girls club 
Teaching experience 01/2017 to 01/2020 
· Taught dance to elementary & middle school 5-14 after school program

ST. Elizabeth community center 
Teaching experience 
· After school program taught dance to 6-13
YMCA 
Teaching experience 01/2014 
· Teaching drawing to children ages 6-13

Rockford area arts council 
Internship 01/2016 to 01/2020 
· Taught dance to high school students with the intensive of 5 hours per day and 6 weeks of culminates in a self-produced performance.



Nelson elementary 
Teaching experience 
· Taught dance to children 6-13 in after school program.
Rockford area arts council 
Internship 01/2016 
· Taught dance to children 6-13 for Ellis elementary after school program.
Websites, Portfolios, Profiles
· Instagram/Iamprince_mrawesome
· Facebook/iamprince_mrawesome
· Wix/ https://z19044284.wixsite.com/tobys-world-of-art  
· Linkin/www.linkedin.com/in/toby-thomas-a7330b35b
Accomplishments
· Nominated for 4 different categories from the Rockford arts Awards.

· Performing Artist of the Year Award 3 times 2023/2024/2025.
                                                                  
· Artist of the year award 2025.
       
· The Innovation in the Arts 2025.

· Arts Educator of the Year 2025.
       
· Niu Dean List Twice Fall 2023-Spring 2024.

· inducted into the P.E hall of fame for dance at Jefferson high school in Rockford Illinois 2017.

· Rockford Register star newspaper 3 times for his dancing at Rockford city market, first in the spring 2017 then summer 2017 & then December of 2017.
Business Plan Outline
   /Life Vision-Career
· get my master’s degree in Secondary education.
· to perform with Alvin Alley Dance Company
· teach children of all ages to dance and make art.
Product/
· bring joy to the people.
· a teaching job/dance with Disney world.
· I am a passionate hardworking person in what he does.
    /Contacts
· grandmother Alberta. T
· big Brother Jeff. G
   /Market-Industry
· After school programs-boys & girls club
· performing in different states
· traveling with different companies
    /Financials
· about 35000-50,000
· professional expenses about 7,000
· 3,000 in savings for future
  /Professional career
· dancing videos-pictures
· Toby’s Resume
· Niu dance program/ BFA Degree
· Jefferson high school-Northern Illinois-English
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